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SUMMARY

The four Special Education Joint Agreement Districts: Blackhawk, Knox-

Warren, Henry-Stark,and West Central Illinois, requested that the Office of

Educational Services and Research, Western Illinois University, conduct a

survey to identify children from three to twenty -one years old in eleven

Illinois counties: Henry, Hancock, Henderson, Mercer, Knox, Warren, Rock

Island, McDonough, Schuylt.r, Stark, and Fulton, who had been previously identi-

fied by schools and agencies as having one of the following handicapping

conditions: 1! deaf, 2) hard. of hearing, 3) unspecified hearing loss, 4) blind,

partially ,eeing, 6) unspecified visual impairment, 7) physically handicapped,

8) multiply handicapped. Questionnaires asking for demographic information on

handicapped children were distributed by personal visits, mail and public school

regional superintendents to approximately 500 sources who might have knowledge

of such children. Over 230 of these sources provided information on low

incidence handicapped children. In addition, questionnaires requesting informa-

tion on special vducation services were sent to approximately 50'schools and

agencies who may provide special education services for low incidence handicapped

children. Twenty-one of these resources responded.

It is important to note that the findings are based on data which was pro-

vided by many and various sources. Thus, accuracy of the data depended upon

accuracy of the nourcea. It is particularly important to note that the defini-

tions of each handicap were not medically or educationally precise and that

the sources of informazion were asked to categorize children who, in their

opinion, needed or w211 need special education services.
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MAJOR FINDINGS

1. A total of 755 children from one year to twenty years old were identified
by name. Approximately 50 other names were received after the data col-
lection period, making a total of over 800 names of children who were
categorized by some public or private school or agency as low incidence
handicapped children. These names with accompanying demographic information
were given to the special education cooperatives.

2. Over half (52%, N = 392) of the 755 children were identified as having some
type of hearing impairment.

3. Multiple handicaps were listed for 19% (143) of the children, visual
impairments for 13% (97) and 13% (96) of the children were categorized as
physically handicapped.

4. Over half (60%, N = 450) of the children for whom county of residence was
obtained were from threft'counties: 187 from Rock Island County, 156 from
Knox County and 107 from Henry County.

5. Sixty percent of the children were under the jurisdiction of two special,
education districts: 226 (30%) from Knox-Warren and 221 (30%) from Blackhawk.

6. One'-fourth (N = 166) of the children from whom the year of birth was listed
were six and seven year olds, over one-half (54%) were five through ten
and 105 (16%) of the children were between three and six years old.

7. Over one-half (52%, N = 354) of the children for whom school information
was listed were enrolled in public elementary schools, and 147.. in public
secondary schools for a total of 66% public school enrollment.

8. Over thtee-fourths (77%) of the children for whom school information was
listed were not enrolled in a public school special education program.

9. Over one-half--or 455 children--of the 755 identified were not receiving
special education services, while 300 children were receiving special
education services.

10. Over one-half (56%, N = 256) of the children not receiving special education
services were categorized as having some type of hearing impairment, 62
children as visually impaired, 61 multiply handicapped and 60 as physically
handicapped.

11. The greatest number of children not receiving special education resided
in Knox, Rock Island and Henry Counties..

12. Knox-Warren Special Education District had the largest number (130) of
children not receiving special education, West-Central, 118; Blackhawk,
108; and Henry-Stark, 88 children.

13. Over one-fourth (28%, N = 109) of the children not receiving special educa-
tion were six and seven year olds, over one-half (54%, N = 209) were from
five through nine years old.
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14. The 455 children not receiving special education services included 312
Children in the public schools, 37 who were receiving no instruction at
all, 30 children enrolled in private or other kinds of schools, and 76
for whom there was no information on schooling.

15. The 300 children from the eleven counties who were receiving special
education services were enrolled in a total of 31 special education
schools, programs or other facilities. Thirteen of these programs were
within the eleven counties, twelve were located in other Illinois counties,
and six were out-of-state facilities.
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PART I

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

The four special education joint agreement districts: Black Hawk Area

Special Education District, Henry-Stark County Special Education District,

Knox-Warren Special Education Department and West Central Illinois Special

Education Cooperative, requested that the Office of Educational Services_ and

Research, Western Illinois University conduct a survey of children who had

been previously identified by Illinois schools and agencies as having low

incidence handicaps and who reside in the four district's eleven county

service region. The eleven Illinois counties include: Henry, Stark, Warren,

Knox, McDonough, Schuyler, Hancock, Henderson, Fulton, Rock Island and Mercer.

The survey was conducted in March and April, 1972.

The two basic purposes of the survey were to: 1) identify children,

age three to twenty-one, who resided in the eleven county area and who had

la; incidence handicaps and 2) provide a catalog of educational services

presently available and recommendations which will assist in the further

development of needed facilities.

The survey assumes that central to the planning of a delivery system of

services for low incidence handicapped children is their initial identification

utilizing a set of commonly accepted categorical criteria. The criteria

utilized, those of the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, are

listed under Definitions. It must be recognized that such identifying criteria

are variously applied, often without benefit of a thorough-going yet necessary

differential diagnouis by a skilled professional.
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Following initial identification, yet of critical importance in planning

for low incidence handicapped children residing in sparsely populated areas

particularly, is concrete data concerning ages and place of residence. Even

within the more urban counties of the survey there are obvious problems of

grouping for instructional purposes and transportation.

OBJECTIVES

Thus, the objectives of the survey were threefold:

I. To compile specified demographic information for previously

identified low incidence handicapped (LIH) children, who

reside in one of the eleven Illinois counties, from existing

records of various public and private agencies.

1. Name of child.

2. Street address, city, zip.

3. County of residence.

4. Name of parent or legal guardian.

5. Address of parent or legal guardian.

6. Identification (name) of school district of residence.

7. The school district's number.

8. School status (in school/homebound).

9. Identification of special education district of residence.

10. Birthdate.

11. Sex.

12. Type of handicap.

13. Kind of educational resource attending.

14. Enrollment in reimbursed public school special education
program.
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15. Identification of educational resource attending.

16. Special education_ of educational resource attending.

17. City of educational resource attending.

18. County of educational resource attending.

19. Identification of school district of educational resource
attending.

20. Year in which special education services initiated.

II. To compile specified information for educational resources which

currently serve the low incidence handicapped children of the

eleven counties.

1. Name of educational resource.

2. Address, city, zip.

3. County of resource.

4. Special education district of resource.

5. School district number in which resource is located.

6. Types of handicapped individuals served.

7. Age range of children served.

8. Kind of resource: public school, private school, etc.

9. Title of contact person.

10. Name of contact person 1971-72.

11. Number of LIH children served in 1971-72 school year.

12. Estimated (by resource official) number could serve with
no additional staff.

13. Estimated number could serve with no additional physical
facilities.

14. Number of current full and part time staff working directly
with LIH children.

3



III. To generate summary data including such information as:

1. Names and addresses of LIR children in the eleven counties.

2. Total number of LIH children in all eleven counties, each

special education district and each county.

3. Total number of childreS identified as having each kind

of handicap.

4. Total number of LIH children who are not receiving special

education services.

5. Names and addresses of education resources which serve LIH

Children in the eleven counties.

DEFINITIONS

1. Low Incidence Handicapped Children*

Children, ages three to twenty-one, who reside in one of the

eleven Illinois counties, who have been previously identified as:

1) deaf, hard of hearing, or having an unspecified hearing loss,

2) blind, partially seeing, or having an unspecified visual

impairment, 3) physically handicapped other than having hearing,

visual, or speech problems, and 4) multiply handicapped, according

to the definitions below.

*Children from six months to two years, eleven months old were identified as
low incidence handicapped children if special education services were anti-
cipated when the child becomes three years old. After completion of this

project more extensive diagnostic evaluation will be necessary to identify
specific level of handicap for each child.
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2. Deaf

A child "with a hearing loss approaching an average of 60 or 65

decibels across the speech range in the better ear without a hearing

aid, and who is unable to develop language successfully, even with a

hearing aid, without special education" (O.S.P.I., 1964).

3. Hard of Hearing

A child "in whom the sense of hearing, although defective, is

functional with or without a hearing aid, but whose hearing loss

causes a language deficit rendering him unable to make full use of

the regular school experience without special education" (O.S.P.I.,

1964).

4. Unspecified Hearing Loss

A child whose general behavior or classroom performance appears

to be affected by a hearing loss.

5. Blind

A child is considered blind if corrected vision in the

better eye is 20/200 or less" (Cruickshank and Johnson, 1967).

6. Partially Seeing

A child is considered partially seeing on the basis of "visual

acuity of 20/200 to 20/70" (Cruickshank and Johnson, 1967).

7. Unspecified Visual Impairment

A child whose general behavior or classroom performance appears

to be affected by some visual impairment.
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8. Physically Handicapped

A child "must be physically handicapped to a degree which

necessitates special facilities. This assumes the presence of one

of the following:

a. A congenital handicapping condition

b. A chronic long-term illness

c. A handicapping condition resulting from an acute illness,
a traumatic episode, or a surgical procedure" (O.S.P.I.,
1964).

9. Multiply Handicapped

A child who has two or more handicaps of any nature which

require, or will require, special education services.
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PART II

PROCEDURES

INSTRUMENTATION

The Children's Questionnaire

A questionnaire was designed to elicit demographic data for low incidence

handicapped children in the eleven counties (see previous list of variables

and operational definitions). The questionnaire was designed to incorporate

information desired with ease of data processing.

In order to test the questionnaire for applicability and clarity of

items, personnel from one of the Special Education Cooperatives were asked to

complete several of the trial questionnaires. Modification of items, based

on the feedback from this pilot, were made prior to printing the questionnaire.

A copy of the questionnaire, the Survey of Handicapped Children, is in Appendix I.

The School/Agency Questionnaire

A second instrument, the Survey of Schools and Agencies (See Appendix I),

was designed to collect desired information from schools and agencies which

provide special education services to low incidence handicapped children. Items

on this questionnaire included estimates of: 1) the number of low incidence

handicapped children served, 2) the number of low incidence handicapped children

who could be served with no additional staff, 3) the number of low incidence

handicapped children who could be served with no additional facilities, and

4) the number of full and part time staff members working directly with low

incidence handicapped children.
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DATA COLLECTION

Because of the time constrictions of the project, it was agreed that

information would be collected primarily from public schools and public and

private agencies which provide special education services. However, all

types of.pUblic and private schools and agencies were contacted.

Information regarding low incidence handicapped children was collected

by three methods: 1) project members went to selected special education

schools and agencies and completed the questionnaires from records made

available to them, 2) questionnaires were distributed to public schools by

superintendents of educational service regions, and 3) questionnaires were

mailed to various schools and agencies. In addition, a press release, asking

the public to contact their school principal if they knew of any low incidence

handicapped child needing special education, was disseminated to all newspapers

in the eleven counties (See Appendix II).

The school/agency qiiestionnaire was mailed or delivered to schools and

agencies who might be providihg special education to low incidence handicapped

children.

Selected Special Education Schools and Agencies

In order to avoid having any school or agency complete large numbers of

Children's questionnaires, project personnel traveled to selected special

education schools and agencies which were expected to have knowledge of a

sizeable number of low incidence handicapped children and collected the data

from records made available to them.

Public Elementary and Secondary Schools

Rather than mail the questionnaires to public elementary and secondary

schools, which may have resulted in a low response, a distribution system was

set up. Title VI personnel held a meeting to which the regional educational
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superintendents from the eleven ccunties were invited. At this meeting, the

purpose of the survey was explained and the superintendents were asked to

distribute the questionnaires. Each regional superintendent distributed the

questionnaires to the district superintendents who in turn distributed them

to the principals of each school. The principals were then asked to return

the questionnaires by mail to the Office of Educational Services and Research,

Western Illinois University.

In order to keep a record of the number of school responses, the principals

were asked to also include a form which indicated the number of questionnaires

returned. The cover letters sent to the regional superintendents, district

superintendents and principals are in Appendix III.

Other Schools and Agencies

While project personnel were collecting data from selected special

education schools and agencies, and the regional superintendents were dibtributing

the questionnaires to each public school, the remainder of the schools and agencies

listed received the questionnaires by mail. The cover letters sent to day care

centers and private schools, schools and agencies proyiding special education,

and other schools and agencies are in Appendix III.

Follow-up

Although in the original design of the project, follow-up of non-respondents

was not to be included, a considerable amount of follow-up was actually carried

out. For example, when it was noted that only a few schools from two of the

eleven counties had responded, the schools within the two counties were

contacted to ascertain the reason and, consequently, responses were received.

Also several agencies which were contacted by mail and did not respond were

contacted again by phone or a visit, thus increasing the responses.
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A total of 485 schools and agencies were contacted for information

regarding low incidence handicapped Children. Those contacted included:

Schools

1. All the public elementary and secondary schools (over 300) in the
eleven counties.

2. All elementary and secondary private schools whose names and addresses
could be obtained. Because private schools occasionally come into
and go out of existence quickly a few could have been emitted.

3. All universities and junior colleges in the eleven counties.

4. All nursery schools in the eleven counties.

5. All special education schools (including nursery schools) in the
eleven counties.

State and Local Agencies*

1. The Special Education Cooperatives.

2. Department of Children and Family Services.

3. Division of Services for Crippled Children.

4. State operated mental health facilities.

5. County health departments.

6. lhild welfare agencies.

7. Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.

8. Departments of Public Health.

9. Illinois Youth Commission, Regional Offices.

10. Departments of Mental Health.

*It is important to note that although these agencies were contacted
not all agencies responded and some agencies refused to release
information about handicapped Children.

Responses Received

A total of 230 public and private schools and agencies responded by

completing Children's questionnaires, indicated that they knew of no low
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incidence handicapped children, or made records available to project personnel.

The response from the various schools and agencies was much higher than

expected. Because of the privacy issue which surrounds the identification

of handicapped children, release of names is often evaded even among accredited

service agencies. Some agencies released names after receiving parental permis-

sion, some upon explanation of the project and a few agencies refused to

release names. One agency completed questionnaires but omitted names of

the individuals (these were not included in the analysis). On the few

occasions when release was refused, project personnel made special efforts

to ensure that the agency was aware of the purpose of the project, its

sponsors and the intended use of the information for planning special

education services. If the agency was still reluctant to release names, no

further contact was initiated. The special education cooperatives will

follow up these agencies at a later time.

Without exception, everyone with whom project personnel had contact

was very cooperative, enthused that this kind of project was being carried

out, and extremely interested in the results.

DATA PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS

As the children's questionnaires were received, each name was checked

for duplication. Approximately 117 children were identified by more than

one school or agency.

The questionnaires were then edited for errors, and common abbreviations

and additional data were coded prior to key punching.

After programming, computer print outs and analyses were produced

through the Western Illinois University computer.
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The sponsors of the project received computer print outs of:

1. All information available for each child, listed by Special Educa-
tion District of residence, type of handicap and alphabetically
by last name of child.

2. All information available for each child, listed by County of
Residence, type of handicap and alphabetically by last name of child.

3. All information available for each child, listed by School District
Number, type of handicap and alphabetically by last name of child.

4. All information on each child listed alphabetically by last name
of child.

5. A freqvency distribution (number and per cent) of categorical
responses to the children's questionnaire items.

6. Information from the special education school/agency questionnaire
listed by type of handicapped child served and alphabetically
by name of school.

7. Information from the special education school/agency questionnaire
listed alphabetically by name of school.

In addition the sponsor received the data cards and this final report

which includes more extensive analyses.
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PART III

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It is important to note that the findings are reported from data which

the project members received from many different sources. Therefore, the

accuracy of the data depends upon the accuracy of the various sources who

provided the data. 'This is of particular importance when considering type of

handicap. Many of the sources were not trained for diagnosis of handicapped

Children but were asked to identify any child, who, in their opinion, needed or

will need special education services. It is the intent of-the sponsors to

follow up the children identified for further screening and diagnosis.

NUMBER OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

At the time the data collection phase of the project was closed, 755 low

incidence handicapped children from the eleven counties had been identified

by name. Approximately 50 questionnaires, not included in the analyses, were

returned after the close of the data collection phase, making a total of over

800 low incidence handicapped children identified by name. All information

was given to the sponsor for follow up.

TYPES OF HANDICAPS

Over half (52%, N = 392) of the 755 children were identified as having

some type of hearing impairment. Two hundred and thirty-nine children, or

32% of the 755 children identified, were listed as having an unspecified hear-

ing loss with 84 (11%) hard of hearing and 69 (9%) deaf.

Multiple handicaps, the second most frequently listed, accounted for a

total of 143 or 19% of all children.



Visual impairments were listed for 97 (13%) of the children, with 43

partially seeing, 28 having an unspecified visual impairment and 26 listed as

blind. Ninety-six (13%) of the children were listed as physically handicapped.

Distribution of children by type of handicap and sex of child is shown in

Table 1. Of the 755 children identified, 427 (57%) were male and 328 (43%)

were female. It might be noted that a disproportionate number of girls are

categorized as blind. That is, although the total group includes a larger

'lumber of males than females, the reverse occurred with blind children.

More females (N = 18) than males (N = 8) were categorized as blind with females

reicesenting 69% of the 26 blind children.

RESIDENCE OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

County of residence was listed or obtained for all but six children. Of

the 749 children whose county of residence was obtained, over half (60%, N =450)

were from three counties: 187 from Rock Island County, 156 from Knox County

and 107 from Henry County. The remaining 299 children were from all the other

eight counties with Warren County contributing the next largest number (70) of

handicapped children.

As indicated in Table 2, sixty percent of the handicapped children identified

are under the jurisdiction of the Blackhawk Special Education District (N = 221,

30%) and the Knox-Warren Special Education District (N = 226, 30%). Distribution

of children by county of residence and special education district of residence

and by handicap is shown in Table 2.
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AGE OF LOW INCIDENCE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

Year of birth was given for 676 of the 755 children. Birth dates ranged

from 1951 to 1970, for an age range of one year to twenty years old. Each age

from one to twenty years old was represented.

One-fourth (25%, N = 166) of the children vere six and seven year olds,

over one-half (54%) of the children were from five through to ears old, and

over three-fourths (77%) were from five through fifteen years old. One hundred

and five (16%) of the children were between three and six years old. Distribution

of children by year of birth and type of handicap is given in Table 3.

RECEIVING OR NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Kind of School Child Attended

Responses regarding kind of school the child attended were given for 678

of the 755 children. Over one-half (52%, N u. 354) of these 678 children were

enrolled in public elementary schools. An additional 92 children (14%) were

enrolled in public secondary schools, making a total of 446 (66%) of the

children enrolled in public schools. Seventy-six (11%) of the children were

enrolled in private special education schools while 71 (10%) of the children

were enrolled in state sponsored schools. Distribution of children by kind

of school attended is shown in Table 4.

Enrollment in a Public School Special Education Program

Information on enrollment Ju public school special education programs was

given for 689 of the 755 children. Over three-fourths (77%) of the 689

Children were not enrolled in a public school special education program while

159 (23%) were enrolled. Of the 446 low incidence handicapped children enrolled

in the public elementary and secondary schools, only 134 children were receiving

special education services.
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As indicated in Table 4, 300 of the 755 low incidence handicapped children

identified were receiving special education services through public school

special education programs, state schools, private schools, out-of-state schools,

or receiving school instruction at home.

The remaining 455 children--over one-half of those identified--were not

receiving special education services. For the purposes of planning, children

for whom there was no information regarding school and special education services

were placed in the category of not receiving any special education services.

Thus, the 455 children not receiving special education services include 312

children in the public schools, 37 children who are receiving no instruction

at all, 30 children who were listed as enrolled in "other" kinds of schools

and 76 children for whom there was no information on schooling.

CHILDREN NOT RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Of the 455 children who were not receiving special education services,

252 (55%) were male and 203 (45%) were female; approximately the same percentage

distribution as the total group of low incidence handicapped children.

Types of Handicaps

Again, over one-half (56%, N = 256) of the 455 children not receiving special

education were identified as having some type of hearing impairment. The largest

number (226, 50%) of the children were categorized as having an unspecified

hearing loss, 27 as hard of hearing, and only 3 children were categorized as

deaf. Thus, of the 69 children identified as deaf in the total group of 755,

66 were receiving special education services

Visual handicaps were identifed for 62 (14%) of the children not receiving

special education, with 31 children categorized as partially seeing, 26 as

having an unspecified visual impairment and 5 as blind. Thus, of the 26
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blind children in the total group of 755 children, 21 were receiving special

education services.

Sixty -one (13%) of the children not receiving special education were

identified as multiply handicapped and 60 (13%) a the children as physically

handicapped.

Residence

The greatest number of children not receiving special education resided

in the same three counties mentioned previously for the total group. Knox

County had the largest number (93, 21%), 89 (20%) of the children resided in

Rock Island County, and 74 (17%) in Henry County.

Knox-Warren Special Education Department has responsibility for the largest

number of children (130, 29%), West Central Illinois Cooperative has the second

largest number of children (118, 26%), Blackhawk Special Education District

follows with 108 (24%) of the children, and Henry-Stark Special Education

District has 88 or 20% of the children. Distribution of children not receiving

special education by type of handicap, county of residence and special education

district of residence is shown in Table 2.

In examining figures for children not receiving special education presented

in Table 2, it might be noted that:

1. sixty percent of the Children identified as having an unspecified
hearing loss live in three counties; 55 (25%) reside in Rock
Island County, 49 (22%) in Knox County and 29 (13%) in Henry
County.

2. Fifteen (25%) of the children identified as physically handicapped
reside in Knox County, 12 in Schuyler County, and 11 in Henry
County.

3. Thirteen children identified as multiply handicapped reside in
Rock Island County, 11 in Henry County and 10 each in McDonough
and Fulton Counties.
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4. The largest number (11) of children identified as having an
unspecified visual impairment live in Knox County. The
maximum number in any other county is five children.

5. The largest number (9) of partially seeing children lice in
Henry County.

6. The maximum number of hard of hearing children for any one
county is seven.

7. There are three children identified as deaf and five identified
as blind who are not receiving special education services.

Age

Year of birth was given for 384 of the 455 low incidence handicapped

children not receiving special education. Again, each year of birth was

represented from 1951 to 1970 for an age range of one year to twenty years eld.

Over one-fourth (28%, N = 109) of the children were six and seven years olds.

over one-half (54%, N = 209) were from five through nine years old and three-

fourths (75% N = 290) were from four through twelve years old. Seventy-four

children were born in 1966, 1967 and 1968, or were three, four and five year

olds while 14 children were one and two year olds. Distribution of children

who are not receiving special education by type of handicap and age is shown

in Table 3.

Handicap, Age and Location

As mentioned previously, after the children who are not receiving special

education services have been screened by professionals to determine the degree

of handicap, planning for special education services should incorporate informa-

tion regarding kind of handicap, age and location of the child. Therefore,

Tables 5-15 indicate the distribution of children in each county by the type

of handicap identified by the original sources and year of birth. For the

purposes of this report, the tables are in summary form, combining ages.
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The special education cooperatives were given crossbreaks of children

categorized by each handicap by each age for each county.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR LIR CHILDREN

The 300 children from the eleven counties who were receiving special

education services were enrolled in a total of 31 special education schools,

programs or other facilities.* Thirteen of these schools or programs were

within the eleven counties, twelve were located in other counties in the state

of Illinois and six were out-of-state facilities.

The Survey of Schools and Agencies was mailed or delivered to approximately

50 Illinois schools and agencies who might conceivably be providing special

education services to low incidence handicapped children. Responses were

received or collected from 21 of these educational resouri s.

Of the 21 resources which responded, twelve served hard of hearing

children, nine served deaf children, eight served physically handicapped

children, seven served multiply handicapped children, five served partially

seeing handicapped children and four reported that they served unspecified

hearing loss, blind, unspecified visual impairments and other kinds of handicaps.

The resources who responded Leported that they served a total of 1,124

low incidence handicapped children during the 1971-72 school year, with a total

full and part time staff of 445. The resources reported that they could serve

an additional 74 children with their current staff or an additional 112 children

with their current physical facilties.

A listing was made of four additional educational resources, who did not

respond to the questionnaire but, although they are located outside of the

eleven counties, did provide special education services to children in the

eleven county survey.

*These facilities included schools for mentally retarded children who are also
multiply handicapped.
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The total listing of information from the 21 schools and agencies which

responded and as much information as possible from those which did not respond

was given to the sponsors. The list included a total of 25 schools, programs

and agencies in Illinois which serve low incidence handicapped children from

the eleven counties.

Of these 25 educational resources, twelve served hard of hearing, eleven

served multiply handicapped, ten served physically handicapped and deaf, seven

served other kinds of handicaps, six served partially seeing and four served

unspecified hearing loss :-e_d unspecified visual impairment. The number of

special education services provided by the 25 schools is indicated in Table

16.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The usual challenge in the delivery of special education services to a

largely scattered pupil population is cne of transportation of children into

settings which take full cognizance of their age ranges and educational needs.

Although services to these children are mandated, we may be doing a great

disservice to children by considering extensive transportation networks as

the only possible solution to the problem.

There are a variety of possible alternatives in program design:

1. Moving children, either on a "needs arise" basis or full-time.

2. Moving staff: itinerant teacher program.

3. Utilizing existing state residential facilities. The functions
of such institutions might be broadened to include more multiply
handicapped children. Such facilities might also be decentralized.

4. Foster or "short stay" homes; development of a "school week"
home concept.

5. Boarding homes--particularly for older handicapped children.
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6. Parent education and carry-over into the home of the "Prescription
For Educational Development" by bringing parents and children
to demonstration centers. University affiliated laboratory schools
might be utilized for this purpose.

7. Utilization of new means of dissemination of information and
skills to parents and teachers--television, radio, telephone,
correspondence-type schools for handicapped children and their
parents, enrichment utilizing special techniques and devices.

8. In-service education for regular teachers and principals to
enhance their skills in working with handicapped children.

9. Providing supervisory specialists who have skill in performing
in-service education.

10. Within the limits imposed by transportation, time and distance
factors, regional (across Special Education Joint Agreement
District Lines) services should be developed.

Even prior to detailed program design, following one or more of the alterna-

tives listed above, it is important that the users of the data generated from

this survey recognize the need for refinement of the findings. Specifically,

it is recommended:

1. Each Special Education Joint Agreement District should convene
a study group to review the many ramifications of the survey as
they apply to their area. Plans should be made to keep the data
current. Follow-up of children now identified should be part
of the continuing program.

2. The categories of low incidence handicaps utilized in this survey
are often too broad to have educational significance.

Once the
causes of the handicap are known--from both the medical and educa-
tional perspective--there are many implications which will emerge
for preventive action. Plans should be made to generate a more
specific medical and educational diagnosis for each child. The
"clinic" approach can be effectively utilized for this purpose.

3. The diagnostic duplication, with various agencies listing the
same child, was obvious to the project staff. There is a clear
need for a central registry of all low incidence handicapped
Childrenpreferably on a state-wide basis.

4. Also noted was a widespread inconsistency among agencies as to
the application of the doctrine of confidentiality of records.
Who, among the various professionals, has legitimate access to
information on handicapped children? The Illinois Commission
on Children might seek a clarification of this issue.
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5. Coordination should be sought with health and welfare agencies;
particularly with a view of eliminating duplication of services.
The role of private agencies should be considered in developing
any delivery plan.
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WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
MACOMB. ILLINOIS 41435

COLLEGE OF EOUCATION
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES ANO RESEARCH

The four Special Education districts, Block Hawk Area, Henry -Stark County, Knox-Warren, and West
Central Illinois Special Education Cooperative, hove requested the assistance of the Office of Educational
Services and Research, Western Illinois University, in conducting a survey of children with handicapping
conditions who reside in the following 11. counties:- Rock Island, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Warren,
Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton, Knox and Stark. This information will be of great help to the
four Special Education districts in providing specialized education services to benefit more children who
need these services.

We are specifically interested in identifying any individual: I) from the age of six months to twenty-one
years old, 21 who has a visual, hearing, physical or multiple handicap as definecTMO;;;Wrici j TWO you
think would benefit now or in the future by receiving special educational services.

We would appreciote your filling out the attached survey as completely as oossible. All responses are
confidential and will be used only by the four Special Education districts. For the item dealing with the
child's handicap, please use the following definitions:

1. Deaf: A child "with a hearing loss approaching an average of 60 or 65 decibels across the speech
range in the better ear without a hearing aid, and who is unable to develop language successfully,
even with a hearing aid, without special education."

2. Hard of hearing: A child "in whom the sense of hearing, although defective, is functional with or
without a hearing aid, but whose hearing loss causes a language deficit rendering him unable to
make ull use of the regular school experience without special devices."

3. Unspecified hearing loss: A child whose general behavior or classroom performance appears to be
affected by a hearing loss.

4. Blind: A child is considered blind if "his corrected vision in the better eye is 20/200 or less."

5. Partially seeing: A child i: considered partially seeing on the basis of "visual acuity of 20/200 to
20/70."

6. Unspecified visual impairment: A child whose general behavior or classroom performance appears
to be affected by some visual impairment.

7. Physically handicapped: A child "must be physically handicapped to a degree which necessitates
special- facilities. This assumes the presence of one of the following: a) a congenital handicapping
condition, b) a chronic long-term illness, c) a handicapping condition resulting from an acute
illness, a traumatic episode or a surgical procedure."

8. Multiply handicapped: A child who has two or more handicaps of any nature which require, or will
require, special education services.

Please return :hu questionnaire to the principal of your school by March 24, 1972. We greatly appreciate
your cooperation. Thank you.

Dr. Natalie. :4-out(
Dr. Victor . ..r...r li
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SURVEY OF SCHOOLS AND AGENCIES SE'VINC LOU INCIDEUCE PAHDICAPPED CrILDPEM

EirectIons Please MUT or TYPE the information in the space Provided,
estimating figures where necessary.

1. i'ame of your echool or aeencr

2. Address of your scnool or agency

:7urber Street

Cite State ?in code

County

3. lame and Title of Contact Fem.

:'are Title

4. Types of 'ow incidence handicapped children served at your school or agency.
(Check all that apply) (See definitions on Survey of Fandicapoed Children)

_l. Leaf 4. Zlind _7. Physical'?
herdicanoed

2. Hard of hearing _5. Partially seeirw. F. "ultiply
handicapped

3. Unspecified heario0 loss '. rnrcecified visual P. Other !Please
irnsiment 'pecifv)

5. "ind of school or facility:

1. Public elementar7 schhol 5. State residence echool

facility
2. Public secondary or junior school 5. State day school

3. Private school

4. Private snecial education school

7. Other (Please e-"calf0

f. rstimated number of lou incidence handicapped children served in 1071-72
echool year

7. nstimated number of 14m incidence handicapped children you could serve
with no additional staff

C. Estimated number of lov incidence handicapped children you could serve with
no additional phrcical facilities

S. dumber of current staff workin' directly with lot incidence handicapped
children (such as teachers, nurses, therapists, aides-full or *tart time)

'lease return the nuestionnaire by -ay 5, 1'71 to:

Uatalle Sproul'.

Office of Educational Servies $ research
Colleee of Education, 401J Scillies Pall
Vestern Illinois University
racomb, Illinois 61455

He neatly appreciate your cooperation. Thank you.
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Mailed: 3-16-72 br Gague, Direotor (309) 899 6493

UNIVERSITY NEWS SERVICES

Western Illinois University

4

MACOMB, ILL.--An 11-county search for children needing special educational

services, ages six months to 21 years old, is being conducted by four special

education districts with the assistance of the Western Illitois^University Office

of Educational Services and Research (ESAR).

Anyone knowing of children with handicapping conditions, who are not presently

receiving special educational services, should contact their local school

superintendent before April 1. These conditions include visual, hearing, physical

or multiple handicaps; they do not include mental retit,i tion.

The 11 counties are Fulton, Hancock, Henderson,
Henry, Knox, McDonough, Mercer,

Rock Island, Schuyler, Stark and Warren. The four special education districts are:

Black Hawk Area; Henry-Stark County; Knox-Warren; and West Central Illinois Special

Education Cooperative.

The project is being supported by a grant to WIU's ESAR from Black Hawk

Title VI Special Education Region. It is entitled "Educational Needs Assessment

of Low Incidence, Handicapped Children in Eleven Illinois Counties."

Project co-directors are: Dr. Victor Wenzell, professor and chairman of

the WIU department of special education; and Dr. Natalie Sproull, ESAR research

consultant.

After completion of his project, more extensive diagnostic evaluation will be

necessary .o identify specific levels of handicap for each child.

-ads-
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WESTEPN UNIVtRSITY
M. OM fa

Deor Mr.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES AND RESEARCH

LETTER TO REGIONAL SUPERINTENDENTS

This letter is a followcp of the February 25 meeting cf the Regional Superintendents with
personnel of the four special education cooperatives: Mx. Gulbronsan, Regicnol Coordinator;
Dr. Bowen, Mr. Handley, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Patterson, District Directors.

The purpose of the meeting was to: 1) inform the Regional Superintendents of the survey of
handicapped children being conducted by the Office of Educotionol Services and Research,
V'estern Illinois University, at the request of the four special education cooperatives, oral
2) to request the assistance of the Regional Superintendents in distributing the quesIionraires
to the 'schools in the 11 counties.

We were very oroteful for the cooperation assured us by the Regional Superintendents who
attended the meeting.

As discussed at the meeting, the Regional Superintendents would write a letter, on their
own letterheod, to each of their District Superintendents and enclose it with the question
naires. The District Superintendents would then distribute the questionnaires.to each of
their principals. Enclosed is a suggested letter from you to each District Superintendent for
your consideration. Please feel free to modify the suggested letter in ony way you feel
would improve the response. The timetable is also included in the enclosed letter.

ks mentioned in the enclosed letter, we are asking each principal to mail the questionnaires
directly to the Office of Educational Services end Research by March 24. If you hove ony
questions, pleose feel free to call Natalie Sproul! cr Victor Wenzel! (WIU) or any of the
Special Education Directors.

We greatly oppreciote your cooperation. We all feel thot this information will be of great
help to the four special education cooperatives in providing special education services to
benefit more children who need these services. Thank you'

Cordially,

: 6..
'

Natalie Spraull

Victor Vehzell

L.;



LETTER TO DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS

Dear (District Superintendent):

The four Special Education districts, Black Hawk Area, Henry-Stark County, Knox-Warren,
and West Central Illinois Special Education Cooperative, have requested the assistance
of the Office of Educational Services and Research, Western Illinois University, in conduct-
ing a survey of children with handicappingconditions who reside in the following 11 counties:
Rock Island, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton,
Knox, and Stark. This information will be of great help to the four Special Education
districts in providing specialized education services to benefit more children who need these
services.

They are specifically interested in identifying any individual: 1) from the age of six months
to twenty-one years old, 2) who has a visual, hearing, physicol or multiple handicap as
defined, and 3) who you think would benefit now or in the future by receiving special
educational services.

We would appreciate your cooperation by distributing ten (10) questionnaires to the principal
of each school in your district. With each ten questionnaires a letter is enclosed asking the
principal to give them to the person he feels would know of any child with one of the handi-
caps listed who is not now enrolled in a special education class. This person might be a
school counselor, a school nurse, a social worker, a school psychiatrist or perhaps the prin-
cipal himself. The questionnaires may be duplicated if more are needed.

The completed questionnaires should be returned to the principal of each school on or before
March 24. Please ask each principal to mail the completed questionnaires by March 24,
1972 to:

Natalie Sproul I
Office of Educational Services and Research
College of Education, 402.J Stipes Hall
Western Illinois University
Macomb, Illinois 61455

We greatly appreciate your cooperation.

(Regional Superintendent)

TIME SCHEDULE

5chcx.71
Regional District
Superintendents Superintendents - 7 Principals -"Personnel

March 8-1 March 13-15 rc Mar. 15-17 March

MAIL TO:1 Office of Educational Services & Researcl

LE
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LETTER TO PRINCIPALS

Dear Principal:

The fobt Special Education districts, Black Hawk Area, Henry-Stork County, Knox-
Warren, and West Central Illinois Special Education Cooperative, have requested the assistance
of the Office of Educational Services and Research, Western Illinois University, in coeducting a
survey of children with handicapping conditions who reside in the following II counties: Rock
Wand, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton, Knox
on Stark. This information will be of great help to the four Special Education districts in
providing specialized education services to benefit more children who need these services.

They ore specifically interested in Identifying any Individual: I) from the age of six
months to twenty -one years old, 2) who has a visual, hearing, physical or multiple handicap
as defined, and 3) who you think would benefit new or in the future by receiving speciol
educational services.

We would appreciate your cooperation by giving these ten questionnaires to the person
you feel would know of am child with one of the handicapping conditions listed, who is : not
now enrolled in a specialeducation class. This person might be a school counselor, a schol
nurse, a social worker or school psychologist. Please feel free to duplicate the questionnaire
if you need more.

The completed questionnaires should be returned to you on or before March 24, 1972.
We would appreciate your mailing them by March 24, 1972 to:

Natalie Sproul!
Office of Educational Services & Research
College of Education, 402.1 Stipes Hall
Western Illinois University
Macomb, Illinois 61455

We greatly oppreciote your help in this attempt to locate handicapped children who
need or will need special education services.

Would you please indiobte below the number of such children you have identified and
enclose thte form with the completed questionnaires. If there are no known children with
these handicaps in your area, please enter a 0 in the box. Thank you.

Number of children with the listed handicaps from ourarea:
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WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
mAcoma LL.NoIS -- COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES AND RESEARCH

LETTER TO DAY CARE CENTERS AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS

The four Special Education districts, Black Hawk Area, Henry-Stark County, Knox-Warren,
and West Centro! Illinois Special Education Cooperative, have requested the assistance of the
Office of Educational Services and Research, Western Illinois Un:ersity, in conducting a survey
of children with handicapping conditions who reside in the following 11 counties: Rock Island,
Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton, Knox and Stark.
Ills information will be of great help to the four Special Education districts in providing special-
ized education services to benefit more children who need these services.

We are specifically interested in identifying any individual: 1) from the age of six months
to twenty-oneyears old, 2) who has a visual, hearing, physical or multiple handicap as defined,
and 3) who you think would benefit now or in the future by receiving special educational services.

We would appreciate your cooperation by filling out the enclosed questionnaires for any
child you know with one of the handicapping conditions listed who is not now enrolled in a
speciol education class. If you should need more questionnaires, please either contact us or
feel free to duplicate the questionnaire.

In order to include these children in the survey, please return the completed questionnaires
by April 3, 1972 to:

Natalie Sproull
Office of Educational Services & Research
College of Educotion, 4021 Stipas Hall
Western Illinois University
Macomb, Illinois 61455

We greatly appreciate your help in this attempt to locate handicapped children who need
or will need special education services.

Would you please indicate below the number of such children you have identified and
enclose this form with the completed questionnaires. If there are no known children with
those handicaps in your area, please enter o 0 in the box. Thank you.

Number of children with the listed handicaps from our area:

Cordially,

i

toile Sproul,
! . ' I

Vi toivkint.A
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WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
MACOMB. ILLINOIS , COLLEGE OF EOUCATtON

OFFICE OF EOUCATIONAL
SERVICES ANO RESEARCH

LETTER TO SCHOOLS AND AGENCIES PROVIDING SPECIAL EDUCATION

The four Special Flucotion districts, Block Howk Areo, Henry-Stork County, Knox-Warrenand west Control Illinois Speciol E 'ucorion Cooperative, with the ossistonce of the Officeof Educational Services and 1-search, Western Illinois University, are conductinc I) a surveyof schools and agencies serving low incidence handicapped children , and 2) c survey ofchildren with low incidence hondicapping conditions who reside. in the following 11 counties:eck Island, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, %/Iwren, Hancock, /vicDoneugh, Schuyler, Fulton,Knox and Stark. This information will be of preot help to tha four Special Educationdistricts in providing specialized education services to benefit more children who need theseservices.

Enclosed is o questionnaire entitled "Surrey of `chock and Agencies Serving Low IncidenceHandicapped Children .'"Ne would appreciate your completing this questionnaire usingestimated figures i.' accurate ones are not available. Definitions of low incidencehandicapped children appear on f/e "Survey of Handicapped Children" (pink sheets).

Also enclosed ore questionnaires to identify low incidence handicapped individuals:1) from the eleven counties listed above, 2) from the ape of six months to twenty-oneyears old, and 3) who need or will need special education services or who are currentlyreceiving special education services in public or private facilities.

Please feel free to duplicate the questionnaires if more copies are needed.

Thank you. We greatly appreciate your help in this attempt to locate children who arereceiving cn should receive special education services.

Cordially,

!alio Sproul!

Victor 4.nzell
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COLLEGE OF EOUCATION
OFFICE OF EOUCATIONAL
SERVICES ANO RESEARCH

LETTER TO OTHER SCHOOLS AND AGENCIES

The four Special Education districts, slack Hawk Area, Henry - Stark County, Knox-Warren,
and West Central Illinois Special Education Cooperative, with the assistance of the Office of
Educational Services and Research, Western Illinois University, are conducting o survey of
children with low- incidence handicapping conditions who reside in the following 11 counties:
Rock Island, Henry, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton,
Knox and Stark. This information will be cf great help to the four Special Education districts
in providing specialized education services to benefit more children who need these services.

We are specifically interested in identifying any individual: 1) from the age of six months to
twenty-one years old, 2) who has a visual, hearing, physical or multiple handicap as de fined
on the questionnaire, and 3) who you think would benefit now or in the future by receiving
special educational services. This does not include mentally retarded individuals unless they
are multiply handicapped.

We have already contacted the more than 300 schools in the 11 counties, Day Care centers
and selected agencies for help in identifying individuals who reside in the 11 counties:
1) who need or will need special education services, or 2) who ore currently receiving special
education services in public or private facilities.

We would welcome any suggestions (or names of any such individuals) you might have in order
to identify almost all individuals who need or are receiving special education services. Our
data collection deadline is April 17.

Enclosed are copies of the questionnaire which indfrates the information we are collecting
for each individual. Please feel free to duplicate the questionnaire if it is of any use to you.

Thank you. We greatly appreciate your help in this attempt to serve more children who need
special education services.

Cordially,

/ )e. f ,:.(t.t.... ',, ..et, Z.

IItalk Sproyll

I : . .
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